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Recruitment to VISICORT study commences in Ireland
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VISICORT is a multi-disciplinary
research project involving 12 partners
from across the EU with expertise in
corneal transplantation, cell therapy,
immunology, bio-sampling, systems
biology/immune profiling and
bioinformatics. The project will
complete the first ever systematic
immune profiling of human corneal
transplant recipients. Clinical data

and bio-specimens from over 700
corneal transplant recipients at five
leading transplant centres, including
the Royal Victoria Eye and Ear
Hospital and RCSI, will be centrally
collated and distributed to cutting-
edge laboratories for multi-platform
profiling and integrated bioinfor -
matics analyses. Profiling data will
generate a better under standing of
corneal transplant rejection and
failure. This knowledge will be used
to develop novel biomarker-based
surveillance strategies and, coupled
with SME-based expertise in cell
product development, will also
inform the design and initiation of an

optimised clinical trial strategy of
immunomodulatory stromal stem cell
therapy in high-risk human corneal
transplant recipients. The project is
being coordinated by Prof Matt
Griffin, Professor of Transplant
Biology at NUI, Galway. 

Benefitting from a €6 million
award from the European Commis -
sion, the project launched in May 2014
and following a development phase
we are delighted to announce that
patient recruitment has commenced.
Having performed 111 corneal trans -
plants at RVEEH in 2014, we expect
the Irish contribution to recruitment
to be strong and we look forward to
being able to achieve better outcomes
for our patients in the future. 
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Pharmaceutical
Grants Awarded to
Doctors or Medical
Bodies to be
Disclosed 
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The Irish Pharmaceutical
Healthcare Association has
introduced changes to their Code
of Practice that will oblige member
companies to make public from
January 2016 all payments to
Healthcare Professionals and
Organisations. The information
will be made public no later than
1st July 2016 and will convey
details about transfers of value
such as research and development,
donations and grants (including
medical education and unrestricted
educational grants), consultancy
fees, conference registration fees or
travel costs to attend medical
congresses.


